
Register Children and Youth for Religious Education!!! 
 

Important Information on the RE Program… 
 

� Please return the Religious Education Registration form, 
Medical Release form, and one copy of the Behavior Guidelines 
and Discipline Plan for Children and Youth (one copy is for you to 
keep) for each child in your family by September 30, 2007. 
When you do, we will have accurate information on everybody 
here and will be best prepared to provide all of our families with a 
safe environment. After this date, we will not be able to allow 
children and youth into Sunday school who are not registered. 
This is important! 
 
� Out of respect for the time of our Sunday school volunteers 
and their families, we ask that all children are signed-out of their 
classes by 11:50am. Everyone 4th grade and younger must be 
signed out by a parent or designated responsible adult. Sunday 
school classes end at 11:45am. 
 
� The Valley UU Church’s Religious Education Program is 
carried out entirely by volunteers, under the advisement of the 
Director of Lifespan Religious Education. With registering your 
child(ren), you are committing yourself to participate actively in 
the program.  Its success depends on you! The following is a list 
of positions that are in need of volunteers. Sign-up sheets for all 
of these roles are available at the RE sign-in table before and 
after church.  
 

- Sign-in table support 
- Snack preparation and distribution 
- Assistance in the Preschool/Kindergarten class 
- RE “team” work for planning and task completion 

 
� Thank you very much for your involvement in this church and 
for bringing your children to Valley UU for Religious Education. It 
is through programs like ours that we will generate a thoughtful 
and compassionate community of people destined to change the 
world. Really! 
 
Celeste Plumlee 
Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 
480-899-4249 
re@vuu.org 



 
 
 
 

A Code of Ethics for Adults Working with Children and Youth 2007-2008 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 

 
Adults working with children and youth in the context of the Unitarian Universalist 
faith have a crucial and privileged role, one that can carry a great deal of power and 
influence. Whether acting as a youth advisor, chaperone, childcare worker, teacher, 
minister, registrant at a youth-adult conference, or in any role, adults have a special 
opportunity to interact with young people in ways that are affirming and inspiring to 
young people and adults.  
 
Adults can be mentors, role models for, and trusted friends of children and youth. 
They can be teachers, counselors, and ministers. To help our children grow up to be 
caring and responsible adults can be a meaningful and joyful experience for the 
adult and a lifetime benefit to the young person.  
 
While it is important that adults be capable of meaningful friendships with the young 
people with whom they work, adults must exercise good judgment and mature 
wisdom in using their influence with children and young adults and refrain from using 
young people to fulfill their own needs. Young people are in a vulnerable position 
when dealing with adults and may find it difficult to speak out about inappropriate 
behavior by adults.  
 
Adult leaders need to posses a special dedication to working with young people in 
ways that affirm the Unitarian Universalist Association Principles. Good 
communication skills, self-awareness and understanding of others, sensitivity, 
problem-solving and decision-making skills, and a positive attitude are important 
attributes. Additionally, adult religious leaders need to be people who: 
  
� have a social network outside of their religious education responsibility in which to 
meet their own needs for friendship, affirmation, and self-esteem  
 
� are willing and able to seek assistance from colleagues and religious professionals 
when they become aware of a situation that requires expert help or intervention.  
 
It is ultimately the responsibility of the entire congregation or conference community, 
not just those in leadership positions, to create and maintain a climate that supports 
the growth and welfare of children and youth.  
 
With the aforementioned in mind, we require that all adults working with children and 
youth sign the Religious Education Code of Ethics.  
 
Celeste Plumlee, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 
6400 West Del Rio Street 
Chandler, AZ  85226 



 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 

Religious Education Registration – 2007-2008  
 

Please register all children and youth, infants through senior high school. 
 

Child/Youth Information 
 

 

Name_________________________________ Birth Date______________ Grade in school (Fall 06)  _______ 

 

Gender _______  

 

Medical concerns, Allergies, Special needs  ______________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Special family circumstances (e.g., new baby, adoption, death, divorce, blended family, etc.)  ______________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Is there anything else you feel would be helpful for us to know about your child, but wish to keep confidential? 

 

No       Yes         If yes, the Director of Religious Education will contact you. 

 

 

Family Information 
 

Parent/Guardian #1  ___________________________________  

 

Address  ____________________________________________ City/Zip  ______________________________ 

 

Home Phone ____________________ Cell Phone ____________________ Other Phone __________________ 

 

E-mail  ___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent/Guardian #2  ___________________________________  

 

Address (if different)  ________________________________ City/Zip  _______________________________ 

 

Home Phone ____________________ Cell Phone ____________________ Other Phone __________________ 

 

E-mail  __________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Information 
 

Signing out: Our rules require that children in 4
th
 grade or younger must be signed out by a parent or other 

authorized person 5
th
 grade or older. Please list such authorized persons below. A note may also be sent to the 

teacher giving permission on a one-time basis.  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Picture Use: May we use photos containing your child(ren) on our website or in other public venues? Children 

will not be individually identified.       Yes     No 

 

I have received and reviewed the RE Health and Safety Guidelines for the 2007-2008 church year. ____ (initial)  



 

 

 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 
Medical Release Form – 2007-2008 

 
Please complete one for each child and youth, infants through senior high school 

 
This is to authorize the representative of the Valley Unitarian Universalist Church of 

Chandler, Arizona to administer immediate reasonable first aid and obtain any and all 

emergency medical and dental treatment necessary during a church sponsored activity. I 

further agree to pay all charges for the dental, medical, or hospital care or treatment.  

 

I allow my child to play on the playground under adult supervision. I understand the 

playground will be closed if no adult supervision is available. 

 
 

Child/Youth Name ________________________________________ Home Phone  ______________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Name _____________________________________ Alternate Phone ____________________ 

 

Address ______________________________________________ City/State/Zip  ________________________ 

 

 

Physician Name  ______________________________________________ Phone  _______________________ 

 

Preferred Hospital  ____________________________ Insurance Company _____________________________ 

 

Insurance Company Phone  ______________________ Policy/Group Number __________________________ 

 

 

 

Allergies/Medications/Special Needs  ___________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In case of an emergency, please call (in order of preference): 

 

Name ________________________________________________ Relationship _________________________ 

 

Address  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone #1  ______________________ Phone #2 _____________________ Phone #3 _____________________ 

 

 

Name ________________________________________________ Relationship _________________________ 

 

Address  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone #1  _____________________ Phone #2 _____________________ Phone #3 ______________________ 
 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________________ Date ______________________ 



 

 

Religious Education Program 
Behavior Guidelines and Discipline Plan for Children and Youth 2007-2008 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 
 

These behavior guidelines, based in our Unitarian Universalist principles, reflect our 
efforts to encourage the children, youth and adults of our congregation to put their 
faith into action. We hope to educate our young people through concrete references 
to their own experiences. By expressing our expectations in a clear and positive 
manner, we also hope to educate all members and friends of the church as to some 
appropriate ways to participate in the raising of our children. 
 
1) We believe that each and every person is important. 

* Speak and act with respect for oneself, classmates, teachers and all 
members of our congregation. 
* Remember that we are all here to learn and have important things we can 
share. 

 
2) We believe that all people should be treated fairly. 
 * Take turns and wait for each other. 
 * Care about each other and what you all have to share. 
 
3) We believe that our churches are places where all people are accepted, and 
where we keep on learning together. 
 * Include everyone in activities and planning. 
 * Friends are welcome – let them know the rules. 
 * Participate with enthusiasm (or give it a try!). 
 
4) We believe that each person must be free to search for what is true and 
right in life. 
 * Listen while other people share their feelings and thoughts. 
 * Use words that are supportive and friendly. 
 
5) We believe all people should have a voice and a vote about the things that 
concern them. 
 * Share your ideas with others.  

* Express opinions constructively.  
 
6) We believe we should work for a peaceful, fair, and free world. 
 * Do your best to get along with others and to be helpful. 

* Listen to reminders about behavior. 
* Ask for help from an adult when you need it. 

 
7) We believe we should care for our planet earth and church property. 
 * Be careful with our space, furniture and materials. 
 * Use only what you need, recycle what you can. 
 * Help clean up. 
 
 
 
 
 

          (please return)



 
 
When a class member is unable to follow the Religious Education Behavior 
Guidelines and/or his or her Class Covenant, the following procedures will be used 
to insure that a positive classroom learning environment is maintained for everyone. 
 
First Occurrence: The student will be reminded by his or her teacher of the 
Behavior Guidelines, the Class Covenant, the teacher’s expectations, and the 
student’s responsibilities. 
 
Second Occurrence: The student will sit apart from the group for 2-3 minutes. She 
or he will have a quiet, private conversation with his or her teacher about the 
behavior before rejoining the group.  
 
Third Occurrence: The student will have a short time away from class with the 
Director of Lifespan Religious Education (DLRE) to discuss why he or she is having 
difficulty cooperating. The student and the DLRE will come up with ideas to solve the 
problem and then the student may then return to class. If, after five minutes with the 
DLRE, she or he is unable to return to class, the parent or designated guardian will 
be contacted and asked to remain with the student.  Whenever a student is removed 
from class, the DLRE will meet with the student and her or his parent or guardian 
after Sunday school to discuss how to solve the problem. 
 
These consequences are meant to support a student’s self-discipline and to find the 
causes of disruptive behavior. Our goal is to stop the disruptive behavior and to 
welcome the child or youth back into class while maintaining an environment that 
allows all classmates to learn and explore their religious education together. 
 
We have read these guidelines and agree to support them. 
 
Parent Signature _________________________________ Date ___________ 
 
Child/Youth Signature _____________________________ Date ___________ 
 



 

 

Religious Education Program 
Behavior Guidelines and Discipline Plan for Children and Youth 2007-2008 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 
 

These behavior guidelines, based in our Unitarian Universalist principles, reflect our 
efforts to encourage the children, youth and adults of our congregation to put their 
faith into action. We hope to educate our young people through concrete references 
to their own experiences. By expressing our expectations in a clear and positive 
manner, we also hope to educate all members and friends of the church as to some 
appropriate ways to participate in the raising of our children. 
 
1) We believe that each and every person is important. 

* Speak and act with respect for oneself, classmates, teachers and all 
members of our congregation. 
* Remember that we are all here to learn and have important things we can 
share. 

 
2) We believe that all people should be treated fairly. 
 * Take turns and wait for each other. 
 * Care about each other and what you all have to share. 
 
3) We believe that our churches are places where all people are accepted, and 
where we keep on learning together. 
 * Include everyone in activities and planning. 
 * Friends are welcome – let them know the rules. 
 * Participate with enthusiasm (or give it a try!). 
 
4) We believe that each person must be free to search for what is true and 
right in life. 
 * Listen while other people share their feelings and thoughts. 
 * Use words that are supportive and friendly. 
 
5) We believe all people should have a voice and a vote about the things that 
concern them. 
 * Share your ideas with others.  

* Express opinions constructively.  
 
6) We believe we should work for a peaceful, fair, and free world. 
 * Do your best to get along with others and to be helpful. 

* Listen to reminders about behavior. 
* Ask for help from an adult when you need it. 

 
7) We believe we should care for our planet earth and church property. 
 * Be careful with our space, furniture and materials. 
 * Use only what you need, recycle what you can. 
 * Help clean up. 
 
 
 
 
 

         (for you to keep)



 
 
When a class member is unable to follow the Religious Education Behavior 
Guidelines and/or his or her Class Covenant, the following procedures will be used 
to insure that a positive classroom learning environment is maintained for everyone. 
 
First Occurrence: The student will be reminded by his or her teacher of the 
Behavior Guidelines, the Class Covenant, the teacher’s expectations, and the 
student’s responsibilities. 
 
Second Occurrence: The student will sit apart from the group for 2-3 minutes. She 
or he will have a quiet, private conversation with his or her teacher about the 
behavior before rejoining the group.  
 
Third Occurrence: The student will have a short time away from class with the 
Director of Lifespan Religious Education (DLRE) to discuss why he or she is having 
difficulty cooperating. The student and the DLRE will come up with ideas to solve the 
problem and then the student may then return to class. If, after five minutes with the 
DLRE, she or he is unable to return to class, the parent or designated guardian will 
be contacted and asked to remain with the student.  Whenever a student is removed 
from class, the DLRE will meet with the student and her or his parent or guardian 
after Sunday school to discuss how to solve the problem. 
 
These consequences are meant to support a student’s self-discipline and to find the 
causes of disruptive behavior.  Our goal is to stop the disruptive behavior and to 
welcome the child or youth back into class while maintaining an environment that 
allows all classmates to learn and explore their religious education together. 
 
We have read these guidelines and agree to support them. 
 
Parent Signature _________________________________ Date ___________ 
 
Child/Youth Signature _____________________________ Date ___________ 



 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDELINES 2007-2008 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 
 

At Valley Unitarian Universalist Church we are concerned with your child’s health 
and safety as well as your child’s spirituality and Religious Education (RE). The 
Director of Lifespan Religious Education (DLRE) and Religious Education Safety 
Team set up health and safety guidelines for the church school to insure that ours is 
a safe and healthy place for all children and youth. Please become familiar with the 
following guidelines for the church school: 
 
 ♦ A parent or designated responsible adult of any child five years and under must 
be on the church premises while the child is in RE. 
     
♦ If a parent needs to leave church property and wishes to leave a child six years or 
older at RE, a phone number where a parent or designated responsible adult can be 
reached must be left with the DLRE.  We assume all parents are present in adult 
worship or teaching church school on Sunday morning. 
 
♦ Children in the Nursery through 4th grade must be signed into their classes when 
they are left at RE by their parent or designated responsible adult, and signed out by 
the same person at 11:45am when Sunday school has ended. Participants in 5th 
grade and up will be permitted to sign themselves in and out at the beginning and 
end of their class time. All children should be picked up and signed out by 
parents/guardians by 11:50am.  
 
♦ Children of all ages enjoy the playground equipment and several classes may be 
on the playground during fair weather. Parents are responsible for supervising their 
children on the playground before children are assembled for RE and after they sign 
them out from their classes. 
 
♦ A first aid kit is available in the DLRE’s office. An escape plan and fire extinguisher 
location are posted near each classroom door. A review of first aid skills and the fire 
escape plan is part of teacher training. The RE conducts Sunday morning fire drills 
in October.  
 
♦ In order to help keep everyone as healthy as possible, the Religious Education 
Council requests that parents not bring their child to church school if he or she has a 
fever, colored discharge from his or her nose, an upset stomach, vomiting, diarrhea, 
or a communicable infection and has not been on an antibiotic for at least 24 hours. 
 
♦ A minimum of two adults will be present during events involving children and youth 
of the church, including RE. If a teacher or volunteer suspects or is made aware of 
child abuse, or has a concern about a child’s safety and well being, this information 
will be reported to the DLRE as soon as possible.  
 
 
 
 
 

  (for you to keep) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
♦ Children in RE (except for nursery) are expected to be able to go the bathroom 
independently unless special arrangements are made. An adult volunteer may be 
present to ensure the safety of children from the classroom to the bathroom, but will 
not enter the bathroom unless there is a medical or hygienic emergency.  
 
♦ An adult volunteer may enter the bathroom to tend to babies and toddlers from the 
nursery, even when older children may be present.  
 
♦ There must be no use of alcohol or illegal drugs at children or youth-centered 
events of the church. 
 
Thank you for your concern for all of our children and for your cooperation with these 
guidelines. 
 
Celeste Plumlee, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
and the Religious Education Safety Team 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 
6400 West Del Rio Street 
Chandler, AZ  85226 
 
 
 
 


