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Truth 

January 3: Understanding Your Own Truth: Self Differentiation and Bowen Family Systems Theory 
The Reverend Andy Burnette 

The Worship Band plays, with Linda Horton on piano. 

January 10: Pulpit Swap                                                                               The Reverend Susan Frederick-Gray 
Reverend Andy is participating in a pulpit swap with other local UU Ministers and in his absence, we're 
pleased to welcome the Reverend Susan Frederick-Gray who is the Lead Minister of the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Phoenix. The title of her sermon is "In Search of Truth."  As Unitarian 
Universalists, we value the free and responsible search for truth and meaning.  And in all this searching, 
what have we discovered of truth?  Does it have a capital “T”? Is it really singular? In our pluralistic, even 
relativistic world, what is the nature of truth for us today?  The Worship Band plays, with Aleks Izotov on 
piano. 

January 17: Do All Lives Matter? The Truth Behind the Suppression of Black Lives Matter 
The Reverend Andy Burnette 

The Adult Choir sings. 

January 24: We’re All Walking This Path                                                           Presented by Mary Rothschild 
Music by the Voices Lifted Singers, the “hospice” choir sponsored by VUU. 

January 31: The Relationship Between Truth and Meaning: A Reflection on Unitarian Universalism's 
Fourth Principle                                                                                                          The Reverend Andy Burnette 
The Adult Choir sings. 

 

Sunday Services 10:30 A.M. 

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 
1/03  RE Agua Prieta Meeting   1/21  UU Theology workshop with Rev. Andy 
           GAYT Collection               N.S.G. Book Club 
1/07  UU Theology workshop with Rev. Andy 1/22  VUU Singles monthly dinner 
1/10  Elf Owls Parent Orientation   1/23  RE Italian Dinner 
           GAYT Collection               VUUGS Meeting 
1/13  VUU Singles to AZ Wind Symphony  1/24  UUJAZ Training 
1/14  VUU Women’s Group              Great Books Discussion Group 
1/15  Wayfarers Happy HoUUr              Understanding the Bible 
1/16  Elf Owls sessions begin   1/27  Chalice Singers rehearsals begin 
      1/28  VUU hosts Interfaith Dialogue & Dinner 
1/17  Newsletter Deadline    1/30  VUU Singles to Fiesta Mexico-Americano 
          Young Adult Chalice Circle             Participatory Concert 
          Heartsongs Circle    1/31  Journey to Membership 
1/19  Spirit of Life reading group                            Young Adult Chalice Circle 

Sundays – Dalai Lama & Friends 
Wednesdays – Adult Choir & Bell Choir rehearsals 
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“A Moment with the Minister” 

  
 
 
 
 
 

The truth is both crystal clear and slippery as mud. It will set you free, but if you cling to it, it can 
imprison you. As I have told my children so many times they are tired of hearing it, just because 
something makes sense to you doesn’t mean it’s true. In other words, the apparent truth isn’t always 
the truth. 
 I was reminded of this when I talked to my old friend Britt a few weeks ago. She is a reporter at 
Florida Today, but around the turn of the century we were both covering the news at The Republic in 
Columbus, Indiana. She remembers me carrying my big leather-bound preacher Bible into the news 
office, plopping it on my desk, and leaving it there all day. I recall epic arguments about whether she 
was going to hell. I was a solid ‘yes’ on the question. 
 I look back on those days and cringe. She laughs. But I remember how convinced I was that what 
I believed was the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help me God. So help Britt, God. 
The other reporters, a den of liberal vipers, used to take turns arguing with me about my belief that 
Jesus was the divine son of God. They said I believed it, but I said I knew it. I don’t know or believe it any 
longer. 
 Though my record may be more public than yours, I’ll bet you’ve changed your mind on 
something important too. It’s just part of what human beings do. What seems most difficult is being 
humble in our truth claims and curious about the truth claims of others just in case we end up eating our 
words later. A little humility might even help us learn something from one another. 
 Unitarian Universalists have long acknowledged the nomadic nature of truth. About 100 years 
ago, Rev. Lewis B. Fisher, who was dean of the Universalist seminary at St. Lawrence University, wrote, 
“Universalists are often asked to tell where they stand… The only true answer… is that we do not stand 
at all, we move.” 
 Of course, there are some truths that are pretty much unassailable. When you have two things, 
and you go get two more things, you now have four things whether you believe you do or not. My 
mistake was not distinguishing between kinds of truth. I thought that religious truth was the same as 
newspaper truth that the job of my faith was to make me certain of metaphysical things. These days I 
figure religion at its best reminds us of the values that lead us toward the good and invites us to practice 
those values together. On that path, we find some truths, but even they can change over time. In fact, 
I’m absolutely certain that’s the case. :) 
 
With love, 
Rev. Andy 
 

The more I see, the less I know for sure.  
― John Lennon 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/19968.John_Lennon
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Friends of VUU, 

Happy New Year! 2016 promises to be an exciting year at VUU. 

At long last, we will have a newly renovated kitchen! It will enable us to better serve the I-HELP 
community and our own needs as well. (This is being funded by a grant from VUU Special Funds. Thank 
you for your contributions to the endowment and for your generous pledges.) 

You will also be seeing a new VUU website soon. It will be more compelling to newcomers and more 
user-friendly. (Thanks to the volunteer web team!) 

Our visioning process ramps up January through March with group meetings. Please participate in at 
least one discussion group to share your views about our congregation. 

In addition to the visioning process, the Board of Trustees is trying out an informal approach to 
communication by setting up “The Board Room", a place to chat in the sanctuary following the service 
on the first Sunday each month. Feel free to stop by on January 3rd--I'd like to hear from you. I'll also 
show you a new chalice tattoo on my wrist, which is my effort to be loud and proud of being a UU. To 
me, the chalice is a daily reminder to "be a light in the world." 

 

 

 

 

 

As we begin 2016, our own spiritual brand of love, service and justice has never seemed more relevant. 
The Imam Ahmad Shqeirat told us "as-salam-o-alaikum" ("peace be upon you"). We are a peace-loving 
people. Collectively, we will bring more of that peace to the world.  

Yours in service, 
 Janice Miller 

President, VUU Board of Trustees 
 
 

 
LOVE IS OUR DOCTRINE 

   ………SERVICE IS OUR PRAYER 

      ……….JUSTICE IS OUR CALLING 
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Religious Education January 2016 
Join us for our 2016 Service Trip to Agua Prieta, Mexico, 

March 11 – 13, 2016. 
This is a multi-age trip open to anyone 12 years and older.  We will leave VUU at 3 pm on 
Friday, March 11th and travel caravan style to the border returning at 7 pm on Sunday, 
March 13th.  Join us as we build houses in the barrio! 

First meeting: January 3rd, 12:30 pm, room 5. Paperwork and $50 per person deposit due. 
Cost per person - $250 (plenty of fundraising opportunities), application and waiver are 
available at https://dlremarcib.wordpress.com/2014-multi-generational-service-trip/  
Valid passport or passport card required 
Fundraising events: sign up to work event and earl $ off your total http://vols.pt/bTY93F 

*Annual Italian Dinner – January 23rd 
* For the Love of Aleks’ Music – February 13th  
* Easter pancake breakfast – March 27th  
* Table sales – coffee & various event tickets, every Sunday before and after service 

Introducing the 2015-16 UU Common Read: JUST MERCY 
Each year, a UUS committee chooses a Common Red from a selection of books nominated by Unitarian 
Universalists, inviting participants to read and discuss a selected title during the year.  

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson. Just Mercy speaks to justice, mercy, 
and compassion, themes of concern to us as UUs and as human beings. 

Contact Marci if you want to coordinate a group read. 

Discounts are available when 5 or more copies are ordered from the UUA bookstore. 

OUR WHOLE LIVES for “Elf Owls” 
Gr. 8-9 Youth and companion Parents’ Group 

January - April 2016 

We are excited to offer a Unitarian Universalist human sexuality course for Junior High students, who 
will be in Gr. 8-9 this spring. The course consists of 39 classroom-hours. 

 OUR WHOLE LIVES (OWL) is a comprehensive lifespan educational program that helps participants gain 
the knowledge, values and skills they need to lead sexually healthy, responsible lives. This class will 
address sensitive topics, such as exploring sexual identity, relationships, intercourse, contraception, 
health safety and communication, among other topics. 

The companion Parents’ Group references topics explored in the youth class and is an open forum for 
peer-led questions and discussion. The Parents’ Group is not mandatory, but if you sign-up, full 
attendance is expected. 
  

Mandatory Orientation Meeting for Parents Only 
Sunday, January 10 ∙ 12:30-4:00 p.m. 

Adams Room 1&2 
 

https://dlremarcib.wordpress.com/2014-multi-generational-service-trip/
http://vols.pt/bTY93F
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SCHEDULE:   January 17 – April 17.  Full attendance is expected. 
Class is generally held on Sunday afternoons, plus (3) Saturday mornings: Jan 16 / Feb 13 / March 26 

(day before Easter).  No Class: Spring Break – March 13 and March 20, and Easter Sunday, March 27 

FEE:   $135 per Youth / $120 per Youth of a pledging VUU member 
The non-refundable fee covers snacks and class supplies. The Parents’ Group is complimentary. 

TO ENROLL:   Sign-ups are on the RE Table in the Sanctuary, or contact Marci Beaudoin, VUU 

DLRE at re@vuu.org or 480-899-4249.  

Whoo!  Whoo?  YOU!  Please spread the word!  Non-members are 

welcome to join. 
 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 Day Activity Start 
Time 

End Time 

Jan. Sun. 1/10 Mandatory Parents' Orientation (NO youth) 12:30 pm 4:00 pm 
 MLK Sat. 1/16 Opening & Session 1 9:00 am 11:45 am 
  Sun. 1/17 Sessions 2 – 3 12:30 pm 3:45 pm 
  Sun. 1/24 Sessions 4 (Anatomy DVD) - 5 12:30 pm 3:45 pm 
  Sun. 1/31 Session 6 - 7 12:30 pm 3:45 pm 

Feb. Sun. 2/7 Session 8 - 9 12:30 pm 3:45 pm 
 PRES Sat. 2/13 Session 10 (LGBTQ Panel) - 11 9:00 am 12:15 pm 
 Sun.  2/14 Sessions 12 - 13 12:30 pm 3:45 pm 
  Sun. 2/21 Sessions 14 – 15 12:30 pm  3:45 pm 
  Sun. 2/28 Sessions 16 (M DVD) – 17 (L DVD) 12:30 pm 3:45 pm 

Mar. Sun. 3/6 
Sessions 18, plus Porn Discussion (VUU 
Members only) 12:30 pm 3:45 pm  

  Sun. 3/13 ** Spring Break & VUU Service Trip to Mexico      
  Sun. 3/20 ** Spring Break    

  Sat. 3/26 
Sessions 19 (STI Guest) – 20 (Childbirth 
Guest) 9:00 am 12:15 pm 

  Sun. 3/27 ** Easter Sunday    

 Apr. Sun. 4/3 Sessions 21- 22 (Contraception Guest) 12:30 pm 3:45 pm 
 Sun. 4/10 Sessions 23 - 24 12:30 pm 3:45 pm 
 Sun. 4/17 Graduation Ceremony  in Service 10:30 am  

Session 25 & Closing 12:30 pm 3:15 pm 

mailto:re@vuu.org
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Adult Enrichment Opportunities 

Spirit of Life reading group  
Facilitators: Rebecca Riggs, Mary Rothschild, Anne Schneider 

All are welcome to this theologically-oriented reading group led by Mary Rothschild, Rebecca Riggs and 
Anne Schneider.  We meet once a month, usually on the fourth Tuesday evening.  For each month, we 
choose a couple of on-line readings and then discuss them during our session.  Theologically, we range 
from atheist/agnostic to Christian-UU and everything in between.  Our purposes are to deepen our 
spiritual life, enrich our philosophical reflections, and connect with each other in a meaningful way.  

Contact maryloganrothschild@gmail.com  to be on the mailing list!    

DATES: Tuesdays: Jan 19, Feb 16, March 15, April 19, May 17; 7 – 8:30 pm in rooms 1 & 2 in the RE 
complex. 
 
Continuing the Conversation: Racism in Film 
Location: Valley UU Sanctuary 
Time: 12:00--3:00 pm 
 
This series will be facilitated by Beverly McCormick and Barb Quijada. The films and conversations 
afterwards will create an opportunity for deeper understanding of how racist ideas and attitudes are 
embedded in the culture. How, on a conscious or unconscious level, they support discrimination and 
violence. The Unitarian Universalist General Assembly of 2015, through a procedure called "Action of 
Immediate Witness" ** asked each congregation to address this issue. This is one of the approaches we 
have chosen. 
 

The Films 
 

February 7:   “To Kill a Mockingbird 
March 6:   “Rosewood” 
April 10:   “Do the Right Thing” 
 
**Complete document on Action of Immediate Witness is available at the back of 
the sanctuary. 
 

Great Books discussion group 
The VUU Great Books Discussion Group will be meeting in Room 5 on Sunday, January 24, at 7pm, 
to discuss Moosbrugger, by Robert Musil.  This is part of our "The Evil and the Guilty" series.   

All are welcome.  Please contact Kevin Erdmann at kebko@yahoo.com if you have any questions. 

The Dalai Lama and Friends Workshop 
An opportunity to learn from the Dalai Lama and other Tibetan and modern Buddhist 
teachers is offered each Sunday from 9-10AM in the RE complex, room 5. There is a 
reading or recorded audio or video teaching, then group discussion. Everyone is 
welcome! Various topics are discussed, such as 'how to be more compassionate' or 
'dealing with anger' or 'how to meditate'.  

If you come early there is also meditation from 8:30-9. Done at 10 - plenty of time to get to the VUU 
service!  ...questions?  Just email scottLhenderson@yahoo.com 

Child care available starting at 8:30 am.  

mailto:maryloganrothschild@gmail.com
mailto:kebko@yahoo.com
mailto:scottLhenderson@yahoo.com
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The N.S.G. (Not So Great) Book Club 
This book group meets on a monthly basis throughout the year.  Anyone is welcome who enjoys reading 
and discussing books.  The group does not require that you attend every month – come when the book 
is of interest to you and you would like to discuss it with others.  Meetings are from 7:15 p.m. to about 
9:00 p.m. at the home of Johnnie Godfrey in Tempe (near Baseline Rd. and the 101).    

We are excited about this year’s book selection and hope you will join us.   For the meeting address or 
questions, please contact Johnnie at 480-839-0544, Amy at 480-917-1922, or email:  
agmonahan@gmail.com.   

 

Meeting 

Date 

Book Author Type 

01/21/16 Spinster:  Making a Life of One’s Own Kate Bolick Biography 

   The author explores a demographic shift that is occurring in which she along with over 100 million 

American women remain unmarried.  

02/18/16 The Boston Girl Anita Diamant Novel 

    Family ties and values, friendship and feminism told through the eyes of a young Jewish woman 

growing up in Boston in the early twentieth century. 

03/17/16 Being Mortal:  Medicine & What Matters in the End Atul Gawande Non-fiction 

   Explores how medication can not only improve life but also the process of its ending. 

04/21/16 Boys in the Boat Daniel James 

Brown 

Non-fiction 

     The story of the American rowing team that stunned the world at Hitler’s Berlin Olympics. 

05/19/16 Alone Together:  Why We Expect More from 

Technology & Less from Each Other 

Sherry Turkle Non-fiction 

   Explores how developing technology promises closeness which it sometimes delivers but also 

sometimes leaves us less connected with people. 

06/16/16 Bridge to the Sun Gwen Terasaki Biography 

   The story of an American girl who marries a Japanese diplomat in 1931.  Their dream was a bridge 

of peace between Japan and the United States. 

07/21/15 The Warmth of Other Suns Isabel Wilkerson Non-fiction 

   Chronicles the decades-long migration of black citizens who fled the South for northern and 

western cities in search of a better life. 

08/18/16 Spare Parts Joshua Davis Non-fiction 

   True story of four Latino teenagers who were raised in Phoenix and attended high school here.   

Working with two great teachers, they entered a national robot building contest and won. 

09/15/16 The Sixth Extinction Elizabeth Kolbert Non-fiction 

   There have been five major mass extinctions in history.  Scientists are currently monitoring the sixth 

extinction, caused by man.   

10/20/16 Bel Canto Ann Patchett Novel 

   Based upon a real story - the President of Peru and many of his guests were taken hostage and held 

for months in 1995.  Among the guest were an American soprano and an assortment of diplomats. 

11/17/16 We are All Completely Beside Ourselves Karen Joy Fowler Novel 

   The story of Rosemary who was raised with Fern, a chimpanzee, as a sister. 

Dec. 

2016 
Holiday Party – date TBD   

 

mailto:agmonahan@gmail.com
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New Adult Enrichment opportunities 

 

What Moves Us: Unitarian Universalist Theology 
Facilitator – Rev. Andy Burnette 
Thursdays, January 7, 21, February 4, 11, 25 

6 -7:30 pm in the sanctuary 

To sign up: email Rev. Andy at revandy@vuu.org 

 
Each workshop begins with a simple story of a Unitarian, Universalist, or Unitarian Universalist forebear, 
naming the emotion—the change of heart—that moved them to new theological understanding in their 
liberal religious faith. The selections represent some major theological streams of our faith tradition and 
display our racial, ethnic, gender, and class diversity. 

 

Understanding the Bible: An Introduction for Skeptics, 
Seekers, and Religious Liberals 
Facilitator: Paula Brayden  
 
Dates: 2nd and 4th Sundays: Jan 24 - May 22 
Time: 3 - 4 pm   
Location: Room 5, RE Complex 
 
Description: Understanding the Bible is designed to help empower skeptics, seekers, nonbelievers, and 
those of a liberal and progressive outlook to reclaim the Bible from literalists. In making accessible some 
of the best contemporary historical, literary, political, and feminist readings of the Hebrew and Christian 
scriptures, it encourages all who would find in the biblical heritage an ally and not an enemy in the quest 
for a more just and humane world. 
 
Contact Paula to register for the class - paula85201@yahoo.com 
 
 

 

mailto:paula85201@yahoo.com
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MUSIC NOTES   

PARTICIPATORY CONCERT: All day on Saturday, January 30th our choir will be working with Elizabeth 
Alexander, one of our most well-known and often-sung Unitarian Universalist composers.  The combined 
choirs from several Arizona UU congregations will rehearse five pieces with her that day, including her 
unpublished anthem Let it Matter, which was premiered in November and references the Black Lives 
Matter movement.  Let it Matter is still in the “workshopping” phase, and exists in several different 
versions, so our singers' feedback may play a role in determining Elizabeth's final arrangement.  Our 
workshop with her on Saturday Jan. 30 will close with an informal concert at 4:00 PM, in our sanctuary. 
We invite the congregation, friends, and family to attend this free concert featuring Elizabeth's pieces, 
along with some words from her about composing, and some group singing.  We will also be including 
some of her choral music in our All-Music Sunday here at VUU on February 28. 

THANK YOU to all the musicians who made the holiday at season at VUU so wonderful!  Our various 
choir members give about 10 hours each month to VUU.  That is just to the music program alone, and 
many are regular volunteers in other aspects of congregational life.  Special thanks to Joan Bundy for 
directing our growing Bell Choir, to Karen Mundy for directing the Holiday Orchestra, to Sharon Osborn 
Popp for accompanying the Chalice Singers and playing piano for the Children's Pageant, to Lynn DeMuth 
and Linda Horton for playing piano whenever needed, and often at a moment's notice, and to Connie 
Jahrmarkt for playing piano (and violin) for the Christmas Eve services. 

Also thank you to Barbara Metz on cello, Lauren Savaglio & MacKenzie Kong-Sivert on violins, Kerrie 
Vespaziani on flute, and vocal soloists Jim Nielsen and Beth Wyman at our late Christmas Eve services.  
As always, my appreciation to Aleks Izotov, who is a joy to work with, and I especially love how he plays 
Feliz Navidad!  And the gifts of music and dance by children at the early Christmas Eve service were 
magical and added so much to the Christmas spirit. 

The ADULT CHOIR and the BELL CHOIR resume rehearsals again on Wednesday, Jan. 6.  The Bell Choir 
rehearses from 6 to 7:30 and the Adult Choir from 7:30 to 9:00 PM on Wednesdays, both in the 
sanctuary.  Newcomers are always welcome, and no auditions necessary! 

The CHALICE SINGERS, VUU's Children's Choir, is on break until Wednesday Jan. 27 when rehearsals 
resume again from 6:15 to 7 PM in the sanctuary.  Newcomers from K-6th grade are especially welcome 
at this time. 

HEARTSONGS CIRCLE: This small group ministry is beginning again on Jan. 17, after taking the fall off.  
They meet monthly on 3rd Sundays at 7:15 PM at the home of Carl and Sue Anderson.  This non-
performance group uses music (singing, chanting, and occasionally drumming) as a group spiritual 
practice and to strengthen ties with other VUU members.  Contact Melissa Bush or Mary Rothschild for 
more information.  Upcoming meetings are January 17, February 21, March 20, April 17, and May 15. 

 -Rev. Kellie 
 
YOUNG ADULT CHALICE CIRCLE: Next meetings are Sundays Jan. 17 & 31.  This group for “Twenty-
Somethings” is part of our small-group ministry and meets in the Board Room of the Office Building 
(west side of the Parking Lot) right after the Sunday service.  Contact facilitator Brandon Tenney at 
brandon.b.tenney@gmail.com for more information.  
 

 

mailto:brandon.b.tenney@gmail.com
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VUU COMMUNITY 

Potluck and Meeting - We have changed our regular meeting in January from 1/24 to avoid conflict with 
the UU Day at the Legislature training.  Instead, we will have a Potluck and Business/Elections/Goal-
Setting Meeting at Laurel Hardin's house on Saturday, January 23, from 11:30-3:00 pm. The house can 
accommodate between 20 and 30 people, so please consider joining us so you can have input into 
officers and goals for the year. Look for details in later emails and Happenings. 
Citrus Gleaning - Many of our congregants have citrus trees that they need or want help to pick or 
glean.  St. Mary’s Food Bank Alliance will not be accepting any drop-off citrus donations from the public 
during 2015-2016 due to the ACP Citrus Quarantine. However, citrus picked through their program may 
still be suitable for donation.  Their quota for the 2015-2016 season is currently filled but they are taking 
applications online for a waiting list if needed. You can register on their website, clicking on "Gleaning 
Program" for more information. http://www.firstfoodbank.org/   Or call their automated Citrus Hotline 
@ (602-343-5658 .  Visit  https://agriculture.az.gov/citrus-protection-arizona for maps of quarantined 
areas. 

New Year's Resolutions- We hope a greener, cleaner, healthier world is among your hopes and plans for 
the New Year.   

 
Congregation Directory 
Last Chance Tuesday, January 5th, to have your professional photograph taken for the Congregation 
Directory.  Time slots are still open midafternoon.  You will receive a free 8x10 and are not obligated to 
purchase additional packages.  Online registration link can be found in the weekly email of VUU 
Happenings.  Or call our VUU volunteer, Sharon Kopina, 815-252-2528 to schedule your appointment. 

  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY WISHES! 
VUU would like to recognize those Members who are celebrating their 10- plus anniversaries. 
We're grateful for everything they have contributed over the years to help make VUU a growing 
and dynamic community. When you see them, please let them know how much we appreciate 
all they have done over the years!   

Members who have anniversaries in January 2016 are: 

10 to 19 Years:  
Joel & Melissa Sannes 

Harold Sieglaff 

20 to 29 Years: 
Alice Casey 

Lynn DeMuth 
Kellie Walker Hart 

40 to 49 Years: 
Ginny & Bob Sanstedt 

Thank you all so much for being an important part of our Community! 

http://www.azfoodbanks.org/index.php/citrusquarantine
http://www.firstfoodbank.org/
tel:%28602-343-5658
https://agriculture.az.gov/citrus-protection-arizona


 

 

VUUPOINT                                                                                      JANUARY 2016 

11 

 
Many thanks to everyone who participated in Adopting a Family through the Save the Family 
Foundation. Our community really came together, and the family has lots of gifts to make this a very 
happy holiday season for them. Thanks again to all of you for being so generous! 

Donation of the Month for January 
Please support our focus charity, Paz de Cristo, by bringing donations needed to fulfill Shoebox Ministry 
components. Drop your donation in the designated boxes/crates at the Social Action Ministry table in 
the foyer of the sanctuary.  

So we make sure we receive all of the needed components please, purchase the items indicated by the 
first letter of your last name:  

 A-I   Deodorant, shampoo & conditioner 
                           J-Q                Wash cloths, razors & shaving cream 
                           R-Z         Toothpaste, toothbrush & Ziploc bags 

 

GAYT NEWS 
By now, I’m sure your Guest at Your Table bank is getting very full and 
heavy. That means it’s almost time to turn them in. We will collect banks 
on January 3 and January 10. 

Banks can be turned in at the back of the Sanctuary, or children can return 
them in their Sunday classroom. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

 

JOURNEY to MEMBERSHIP SESSIONS happen three times a year and are an opportunity to 
learn more about Unitarian Universalism and the Valley UU Congregation, to meet our ministers 
personally, and to get to know other newcomers in a small-group setting.  The next session will be 
Sunday, January 31 from noon to 4:00 in Room 1 of the Religious Education complex.  Please contact 
Lauree Perry, Rev. Kellie, or the VUU office at office@vuu.org to register.  Lunch is included and 
babysitting available if reserved in advance. 
 

mailto:office@vuu.org
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VUU EVENTS 

VUU Singles Events 2016 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2016, CITY SCAPES—A MUSICAL TRAVELOGUE, Tempe Center for the 
Arts (More details to follow)  
The Arizona Wind Symphony is presenting a whole season of shows so let’s plan to attend this one 
together.  Check it out on their website arizonawindsymphony.com. All shows are held at 
the Tempe Center for the Arts at 700 W. Rio Salado Parkway, between Mill and Priest. Tickets are 
$9 plus any applicable fees. You can buy tickets online or at the box office the night of the 
performance.  (Our very own Kerrie Vespaziani plays in the orchestra!) 

MONTHLY DINNER OUT, Friday, January 22 at, 6:30 pm, RIGATONY’S. 
This is our monthly dinner out when we share a good meal and great conversation! Meet at the 
church at 6:00 pm to carpool to RIGATONY’S or meet us at RIGATONY’S by 6:30 pm. Please RSVP by 
replying all to this email or contact Tim (612-298-6072) or Claudette (973-768-6047) by 
text.  DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS: Wednesday, January 20. 

FIESTA MEXICO-AMERICANA with Los Lobos, Chandler Arts Center, Saturday January 30, 7:30 pm. 
Los Lobos and the Ballet Folklorico Mexicano are presenting a multi-media production celebrating 
the Mexican-American experience through song, dance, music and film highlighting the many 
notable achievements and contributions of Mexican-Americans throughout US History. 

COMMIT NOW.  Only 6 seats left at $65.  Reply all or call or text Claudette at 973-768-
6047.  FIRST 6 TO COMMIT GET THE TICKETS. 

FENCES at Arizona Theater Company, Saturday, February 13, play starts 8pm, dinner before. 
One of the most beloved plays of our time, Fences tells the gripping story of sanitation worker Troy 
Maxson, a star baseball player whose career was blunted by the racism prevalent in pre-Jackie 
Robinson America. Feeling his world rapidly changing, Troy builds a fence to protect what is 
familiar and hold off what threatens. Muscular and lyrical, this August Wilson blockbuster shows 
what can happen when a strong man is robbed of his dreams. Fences tells the searing story of a 
man who stepped up to the plate too many times only to go down swinging. Fences is a stunning 
play that is as American as baseball itself. 

Meet for carpool at 5pm at Starbucks, NW corner of Elliot and Priest.  Our same 8 seats available 
for $60 or less (I’ll probably get the discount again.)  Let me know right away who is interested 
and ready to commit and I’ll reserve the tickets. 

MONTHLY DINNER OUT, Friday, February 26 at, 6:30 pm, LOCATION TBA. SUGGESTIONS? 
This is our monthly dinner out when we share a good meal and great conversation! Meet at the 
church at 6:00 pm to carpool to the restaurant or meet us at the restaurant. Please RSVP by 
replying to this email or contact Tim (612-298-6072) or Claudette (973-768-6047) by 
text.  DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS: Wednesday, January 20. 

 

 

 
  

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY IS JANUARY 17. 

http://www.arizonawindsymphony.com/
http://tempe.gov/city-hall/community-services/tempe-center-for-the-arts
https://tca.ticketforce.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=499
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V.U.U. WOMEN’S GROUP 
This group, which welcomes everyone, meets once a month on the second Thursday at 1:00 PM.  To 
start the New Year 2016, a special event led by three women of the congregation is planned.   

All are invited to join Beverly McCormick, Rosaland Hawkins and Beverly Workmon on Thursday, 
January 14 at 1:00 p.m. for a time of awareness and introspection. We will observe the racial 
experiences of others as a starting point and those of the participants.  

Beverly Workmon, who is trained in the art of guiding the storytelling process will lead.  

Through sharing our experiences, we may gain empathy, compassion, and the love which we want to 
spread to end the violence in our troubled country. 

 Date and time:  Thursday, January 14   1:00 P.M. 
 Location: VUU-- Board Room  
 Subject  Storytelling:  Getting to the Heart of the Matter 

As noted above, the meeting will be held in the Board Room of the VUU Office Complex.  Mark the date 
on your calendar and plan to join these three guest speakers as we gather for fellowship and sharing.  
Newcomers always most welcome.   

Wayfarers Happy HoUUr 
Our Happy HoUUr on January 15 will be at The Perch Pub and Brewery in historic downtown Chandler. 
In addition to craft brews and a variety of good food, The Perch is home to brightly-colored tropical 
rescue birds. Plan to meet beginning at 4:30 PM. The address is 232 S. Wall Street, Chandler, a block 
west of Arizona Avenue. For more information email Jan Waters at watersjj9790@gmail.com or call her 
at 608-201-2207. Jan needs a rough estimate of participants. All are welcome. 

Mark your calendar for the 2016  

UU Day at the Legislature. 
This is an opportunity for UUs from around the state to build relationships 
with our legislators and to petition our elected representatives directly. It is 

also a great way to meet UUs from around the state.  Save these dates: 

 Training - Provided at VUU on Sunday, January 24, 2016 
 Day at the Legislature -  Monday, February 15, 2016 

Questions? Please contact David Sheh at sdavid471@cox.net 

 

  

mailto:sdavid471@cox.net
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CARING AND CONCERNS NEIGHBORHOOD CONTACTS 

We hope the coming year will be a wonderful one for all of the members and friends at VUU.  If there's a 
situation coming up you'll need help with, or you have a joy to share, contact your Neighborhood 
Contact. We're ready to help. 

If there's a situation coming up you'll need help with, or you have a joy to share, contact your 
Neighborhood Contact. We're ready to be of assistance. 

Your Neighborhood Contacts are: 

Ahwatukee - Zips: 85040, 85044, 85045, 85048, 85076 
 Carl Anderson   480-899-4453  canderaz@cox.net 
 Donna Bennett   480-570-4024  donnaben22@gmail.com 
 Jennifer Glick   480-220-8063  jennifer.glick@asu.edu  

Phoenix, Scottsdale, Glendale, North Tempe- Zips: 85006, 85008, 85014, 85020, 85021, 85022, 85029, 
85034, 85037, 85042, 85066, 85250, 85251, 85257, 85268, 85302, 85339, 85274, 85281, 85282, 85285 
 Lauree Perry   480-839-9296  lperry98@earthlink.net  

Tempe South - Zips: 85283, 85284 
 DiAnna Farmer   480-413-0293  dianna_farmer@hotmail.com 
Mesa West - Zips: 85201, 85202, 85210 
 Mary Jo Bitner   480-831-5518   
 Laurel Hardin   480-491-9320  laurelbhardin@gmail.com 
 Debbe Simpkins   480-831-2915  friendsofdebbe@gmail.com 

Mesa East, including Apache Junction: 
Zips: 85118, 85203, 85204, 85205, 85206, 85207, 85208, 85209, 85213, 85215, 85217, 85218, 85219, 
85220, 85275 
 Betty Barnes   480-962-1526  bettyjbarnes@cox.net 
 Joel Sannes   480-464-6772  joelsannes@gmail.com 
 Diana Woods   480-835-5621  dianawoods@hotmail.com 

Gilbert, including Higley - Zips: 85212, 85233, 85234, 85236, 85295, 85296, 85297, 85298 
 Amy & Michael Morrison 602-881-3724  amy_cccslp@yahoo.com 

Chandler  
North - Zips: 85224, 85226 
South, including Sun Lakes, Queen Creek, Casa Grande 
Zips: 85122, 85222, 85225, 85123, 85131, 85138, 85139, 85142, 85143, 85239, 85242, 85243, 

85244, 85246, 85248, 85249, 85286 
Barbara Face   480-961-3223  barbara_face@qwest.net 
Stacey Laughrey  480-399-4450  staceylrn@gmail.com 
Jacqui Meriweather  480-491-0546  jacquelinea.meriwether@gmail.com 
Jane Murray      ellen.bayer47@gmail.com 

***We need more Neighborhood Contacts to fully cover all areas. If you would like to help strengthen 
the bonds of community in our congregation, please contact Lauree Perry. 

There is a way for your joys and sorrows to be mentioned in the newsletter. Just send an email to 
caring@vuu.org. You can also request to be contacted by the minister, a Lay Pastoral Associate, and/or 
your Neighborhood Contact this way. 
  

mailto:dianna_farmer@hotmail.com
mailto:amy_cccslp@yahoo.com
mailto:ellen.bayer47@gmail.com
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VUUPOINT is published monthly by the Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation. VUUPOINT is 
distributed free of charge to members and friends of VUU. The newsletter can also be viewed online at 
the VUU website www.vuu.org. Articles, announcements and other VUUpoint material may be emailed 
to: office@vuu.org   Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 3rd Sunday of each month. If possible 
send submissions as an email attachment.   
 

VUU STAFF 
The Reverend Andy Burnette, Senior Minister 
The Reverend Kellie Walker Hart, Minister of Music 
Sue Ringler, Congregation Administrator   
Marci Beaudoin, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
Kelsie Beaudoin, Assistant Director of Religious Education 
Joe Martin, Maintenance Technician 
Aleks Izotov, Pianist 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Janice Miller, President 
Barbara Face, Vice President 
Paul Schneider, Secretary  
DeeAnne McClenahan, Financial Analyst 
Melanie Cloonan-Schulte 
Ann Sebren 
Cliff Allred 
David Sheh, Board Rep. to Finance (ex officio) 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.vuu.org/
mailto:office@vuu.org

