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Wisdom & Dignity 

September 4:  The Love of Labor—a Labor Day Sermon                            presented by Joel Sannes 
Katie and Andrew Seiferth will provide Special Music. 

September 11:  Principles and Purposes Then and Now                                              The Reverend Earl Holt 
Where did they come from?  Why do we have them?  Have they ever been changed?  How did your 
Interim Minister improve them? The answers to these and other questions will be revealed.  The Adult 
Choir and the Worship Band will perform. 

September 18:  Worth and Dignity                                                             The Reverend Earl Holt 
Definitely NOT the first of a series, but the first of the “P & Ps” as they are sometimes fondly called, 
affirming “The inherent worth and dignity of every person.”  The Bell Choir will play. 

September 25:  Salvation by Character                                                                           The Reverend Earl Holt 
A consideration inspired by the words of the eminent philosopher Alfred North Whitehead who in a 
series of 1926 lectures, later published as the book Religion in the Making, wrote: “What should emerge 
from religion is individual worth of character.”  The Adult Choir will sing. 

 
  

Sunday Services 10:30 A.M. 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

9/04  RE Water Play Day    9/17  Cabaret 
          Cabaret tickets on sale               Garden for a Good Cause 
          Registration for UUA Common Read   9/18  Chalice Circle signup 
          The Board Room                John Metz Memorial Service 
          High Hopes Rehearsal               Newsletter Deadline 
9/09  Volunteering at Paz de Cristo   9/21  Chalice Singers Rehearsals begin 
9/10  Garden for a Good Cause    9/23  Singles Monthly Dinner 
9/11  Cabaret Decorating Party     9/25  Ministry Fair 
          High Hopes Rehearsals                                                      Chalice Circle signup                                    
9/15  N.S.G. Book Club                                              9/29  UUA Common Read    
9/16  Wayfarers Happy HoUUr 

Sundays – Dalai Lama & Friends 
Wednesdays – Adult Choir & Bell Choir Rehearsals 
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IN THE INTERIM 

 
A word from Earl 

RELIGION -- YES OR NO? 

A long-time member of a church I once served was contemplating dropping out.  He said that he was 
beginning to feel that religion was just too divisive, that it contributed to too many conflicts in the world 
and set people against each other. He had a point. It is one of the supreme ironies that all religions 
preach peace and yet religious difference seems to underlie so many of the divisions and conflicts in the 
world. Wouldn’t we be better off without it? 

It seems to me that the answer is, it depends on what kind of religion. In our shrinking world, where we 
increasingly encounter those with beliefs and backgrounds very different from our own, the last thing we 
need is the kind of religion that makes exclusive claims for its own particular beliefs and practices, that 
says that we are right and everyone else is wrong, that is threatened by difference and divides the world 
into saved and unsaved, clean and unclean, believer and infidel. But if we are to learn and sustain a better 
way and lead the way to a better world, we will need religions that encourage openness and 
understanding and the honest expression of differences. 

Religion can impede or encourage the building of bridges of dialogue between and among individuals and 
peoples, not by denying that real differences of values and beliefs exist but by helping us not to be 
threatened by those differences, even perhaps to learn something from them. Religion can also help us to 
see that beyond and beneath all that separates and divides the human family, we are all seeking the same 
thing: to live lives of meaning and purpose, to make of our little time on earth what the late Forrest 
Church called “a life worth dying for.” 

Religion has great power; power to hurt and power to heal. Religion has power because beliefs matter, 
faith matters. To seek and find and support a religion that sustains our vision of a better world, a world of 
peace and understanding between and among the peoples of earth, is something worth having and worth 
preserving. 

I don’t think we can replace religion. I believe that the religious impulse is intrinsic to our human nature, 
part of our inescapable need to seek and find meaning in our lives. But I don’t think that all religions are 
the same, or equally valid or equally good.  And to seek out and find and support the kind of religion that 
seeks to unite people rather than to divide them, that seeks a broader understanding rather than a 
narrow dogmatism, that accepts and respects honest difference of opinion and belief and nurtures 
individual freedom in a community of reconciliation seems to me not only a worthy endeavor, but among 
the greatest hopes for fostering peace in a deeply divided world. 

- EKH 
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 

Friends of VUU, 

As members and friends of this congregation with a common purpose to nurture each other in our 
religious community, we covenant to… 

 welcome everyone who comes to VUU on an honest and responsible spiritual quest or search 
for community 

 accept and respect the differences among us 
 listen actively and respectfully 
 trust in the inherent good faith of each other 
 create an atmosphere where all of us feel safe 
 practice forgiving each other and ourselves 
 focus our discussions on topics, ideas, and issues rather than on people 
 speak directly to those with whom we disagree and work toward resolution 
 speak out with loving kindness when we witness inappropriate behavior or disrespectful 

interactions 
 respect our staff’s time and commitments as professionals 
 take responsibility for our behavior, hold ourselves accountable, and keep the commitments we 

make 
 practice replacing “they” with “we” to begin the phrase “…ought to do something” 
 trust the process, accepting and supporting our democratic decisions while acknowledging that 

we may not always agree 
 remember that building our beloved community requires active participation 

That’s the VUU Behavioral Covenant, as you know. It guides each of us to act in accordance with our 
principles and to maintain a culture of mutual respect for the health of the congregation, ministers and 
staff. 

Do you feel that we adhere to this covenant? I do. I think on the whole, we do an excellent job of 
conducting ourselves within these guideposts. In the rare instances where someone’s conduct 
repeatedly violates the Behavioral Covenant, the minister and board may utilize the VUU Crisis 
Management and Conflict Resolution Policy, which was established in 2007, and has been updated four 
times since, including this last year. 

If the minister is unable to resolve the dispute, the policy allows for the appointment of an ad hoc 
Conflict Resolution Team comprised of three members of the congregation. They conduct an 
investigation and provide recommendations for action to the Board. If you are interested in reading the 
policy, it’s posted under the “Resources” tab at www.vuu.org. 

Yours in covenant,  

Janice Miller 

President 
VUU Board of Trustees 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.vuu.org/
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Religious Education September 2016 
2016-17 Registration for Sunday morning Religious Education 

classes is now available online. 
Registration and participation is free for all children and youth – families are 

asked to volunteer to support the program. Use this link to access online form 

to register AND for volunteer opportunities. 

 
Join us to celebrate the end of a fun summer! 

Sunday, September 4th 10:30 am – 11:45 am (we will NOT be 

starting in the sanctuary) 

We will have a water slide, watery games & toys and snacks! 

Be sure your child wears a swimsuit and t-shirt (or clothes they can 

get wet in), a hat, a towel, and plenty of sunscreen!!   

 

I am very excited to announce that through your generous 

contributions… 

 We have hired 4 lead teachers for our Sunday morning 

religious education classes this fall!  
Get to know all of our teachers – look for more information on the monitor in 

the sanctuary. 

 Thank you for your continued support, 

Marci Beaudoin, Dir. Lifespan Religious Education 

 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/ValleyUnitarianUniversalistCongregation1/_201617SundayMorningReligiousEducationClassesRegistrationForChildrenAndYouth
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Just Mercy - UUA Common Read Book Study 

Meeting on Thursdays: 9/29, 10/6 and 10/13 6:30 – 9:00 pm 
Interested in issues of incarceration and racial justice? Join us for a 3 session book study on the 
book Just Mercy, A Story of Justice and Redemption the 2016 UUA Common Read book and New York 
Times bestseller.  

This book follows the journey of lawyer Bryan Stevenson and his client, Walter McMillian, a black man 
from Alabama, who spent 6 years on death row after being wrongly convicted of murder and 
condemned to death. Stevenson, who is the founder of the Equal Justice Initiative, has dedicated his 
career to defending people trapped by an often capricious, political, and willfully unjust criminal justice 
system.   

These 3 sessions will be held in the VUU boardroom on Thursdays, Sept. 29, Oct. 6 and Oct. 13 from 6:30 
- 9:00 pm. 
You can register by sending an email to socialaction@vuu.com or by stopping by the registration table 
on the patio on Sunday mornings beginning Sept. 4.  

Questions; contact Willa Cree, wkcree@gmail.com or call 480-221-9547. 

 

Cabaret Needs You  
Cabaret, the annual dance and fun time at Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation, is 
September 17th. This year’s theme is “elections.” You’ll sing, dance and listen to the hit 

tunes of the current election and that of years gone by.  

Come one and all to the election decoration party on Sunday, September 11 at 12 noon in rooms 1 and 2 
in the RE complex. We will be decorating cardboard circles so they look like campaign buttons!! You may 
choose the size button you’d like to make. The sizes are 2½, 5, 7 ½ and 13 inches. (Plan to take them 
home with you after the cabaret!) 

Bring an election picture and slogan to paste on your button. Be creative, choose an election year you 
think will be unique, like Thomas Jefferson vs George Clinton or Abraham Lincoln vs Millard Filmore, or 
John F Kennedy vs Richard Nixon or George W. Bush vs Al Gore vs Ralph Nader.  

Start your fun early and invite your children to participate too. Please RSVP to Beverly McCormick, 
tempebev1@gmail.com no later than September 4th so we can have enough supplies for everyone. 

The N.S.G. (Not So Great) Book Club 
The N.S.G. Book Club is open to all members, visitors, and friends of VUU who enjoy reading and 
discussing a variety of books. We meet once a month at the home of Johnnie Godfrey in Tempe (near 
Baseline Rd. and the 101).  

The next meeting will be on September 15 at 7:15 p.m. The book is The Sixth Extinction by Elizabeth 
Kolbert. This non-fiction book reviews the five major extinction events in history and discusses the 
current sixth major extinction being caused by man. If you are interested in discussing this book, please 
join us. 

For the meeting address or questions, please contact Johnnie at 480-839- 0544, Amy at 480-917- 1922, 
or email:  agmonahan@gmail.com  

 

 

mailto:socialaction@vuu.com
mailto:wkcree@gmail.com
tel:480-221-9547
mailto:tempebev1@gmail.com
mailto:agmonahan@gmail.com


 

 

VUUPOINT                                                                                    SEPTEMBER 2016 

6 

Great Books discussion group 
The VUU Great Books Reading & Discussion Group will not be meeting in September. 

In October, we are excited to take a brief break from our Great Books readings to read and discuss a 
new novel, "Fade Out" from VUU's very own Laurie Fagen.  Laurie will join the discussion.  All are 
welcome to join us.  Contact Kevin Erdmann at kebko@yahoo.com if you have any questions. 

Library Notes 
Our library, located in the sanctuary between the kitchen and the comfort room, is 
open to everyone, members and visitors alike.  

If you have enjoyed the two sermons that Rev. Holt has given this month, you will 
want to read his book; Preaching Reverently: The VUU Sermons, by The Rev. Earl K. 
Holt. There are two copies in the Unitarian Universalist section of our library. 

The Death of Josephine: Immigration Stories from the Arizona Badlands, by Margaret Regan was 
mentioned in a recent newsletter as a must read. We have two copies of it currently on the library cart 
endcap. At the end of September, they will be moved to the “Politics, World Affairs, and Social Issues” 
section. 

The Dalai Lama and Friends Workshop 
An opportunity to learn from the Dalai Lama and other Tibetan and modern Buddhist 
teachers is offered each Sunday from 9-10AM in the RE complex, room 5. There is a 
reading or recorded audio or video teaching, then group discussion. Everyone is 
welcome! Various topics are discussed, such as 'how to be more compassionate' or 

'dealing with anger' or 'how to meditate'.  

If you come early there is also meditation from 8:30-9. Done at 10 - plenty of time to get to the VUU 
service!  ...questions?  Just email DavidBlackDLF@gmail.com 

Child care is available at 8:30 am in the room next door, #6  

 

DEFYING THE NAZIS: THE SHARP’S WAR 
Tuesday, Oct 4th, 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Room 5 - watch and discuss: hosted by Marci Beaudoin and Willa Cree 

A story of historic courage!  Martha and Waitstill Sharp, two young Unitarians, stood up against injustice 
to defy the Nazis and rescue dissidents, Jews, and other refugees during World War II. Their bravery and 
sacrifices have inspired a new Ken Burns film, Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War. 

All ages are welcome - no information is given on the rating of this movie. 

We will show the DVD on Tuesday, October 4th at 6:30 pm, followed by a free flowing discussion. 

For more information and to view the trailer: http://www.defyingthenazis.org/  

(PBS will air the movie on channel 8 on Tuesday, September 20th)  

Also: Beacon Press is publishing an accompanying book by the same title. Now that the story of the 
Sharps’ example will be widely shared for the first time, our faith communities have a unique 
opportunity to advance UU values of justice, compassion, and equity in the world. Expected publication 
date: September 6, 2016. 

 

 
 

javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','kebko@yahoo.com');
http://www.defyingthenazis.org/
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MUSIC NOTES   

CHOIRS HAVE STARTED! 

The Adult Choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings from 7:30 to 9:00 PM in the sanctuary and is open to 
newcomers (no auditions necessary, just a love of singing). They sing a variety of mostly 4-part music in 
many styles about twice a month for worship services. Directed by our Minister of Music, Rev. Kellie 
Walker Hart.  

The Bell Choir also rehearses on Wednesday evenings, from 6:00 to 7:30 PM in the sanctuary. Some 
experience reading music is helpful, but no prior experience in a Bell Choir is necessary. Directed by Joan 
Bundy. 

Voices Lifted Singers rehearse once a month on Sunday afternoons, from 1:30 to 3:00 PM. This 
ensemble sings in community settings such as nursing homes and at bedside for those recovering from 
surgery, illness, or in hospice care. Open to women and girls age 10 and above. Led by Rev. Kellie, please 
contact her for more details and a fall schedule. 

The Chalice Singers (VUU's Children's Choir) rehearses on Wednesdays, starting September 21 from 6:15 
to 7 PM in the sanctuary KITCHEN (a change of location from past years). Led by Rev. Kellie. Rehearsals 
for practicing “High Hopes” for the Cabaret will take place on Sundays, September 4 & 11 in the 
sanctuary kitchen at noon.  

CABARET!  

This fun social & musical variety show is an annual event not-to-be-missed! This year's theme features 
upbeat, inspirational music used in various political campaigns over the decades, including Tamara 
Deems rocking the house with “Signed, Sealed, Delivered, I'm Yours,” used in President Obama's first 
election celebration. Local musical legend Igor Glenn will also lead us in some great sing-alongs to 
reinvigorate the progressive spirit of the election season! Tickets will go on sale after worship starting 
Sunday, September 4th and will be available at vuu.org and at the door. The show starts at 7:00 PM on 
Saturday September 17th and rumor has it that apple pie will be part of the admission cost, although 
perhaps not a chicken in every pot! Dig out your old campaign buttons & get working on a costume to 
promote a true democratic spirit, regardless of your party affiliation!!!  

Rev. Kellie Walker Hart may be contacted at music@vuu.org       

 

                                                                 
 

 

 

 

http://vuu.org/
mailto:music@vuu.org
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VUU COMMUNITY 

Chalice Circles for 2016- 2017 

Sign-ups this month! 

Chalice Circles, VUU's Small Group Ministry program, is set to run once again from October 2016 into 
May of 2017.  These twice monthly gatherings of 6 to 10 people allow for reflection on vital issues of 
faith and life.  This cycle of Chalice Circles we are excited to offer participants the opportunity to 
consider the monthly themed ministry topics from Touchstones in a quiet, listening-based setting.  
Sessions last 90 minutes and are most often held in members’ homes.   

Service projects for our congregation and for the larger community are important components of 
Chalice Circles.  Meaningful connection with others and grounding in our shared values are some of the 
results of Chalice Circles reached by deep listening and thoughtful sharing.  Every member and friend of 
VUU is encouraged to consider participating in this spiritually deepening program.  If you are new to 
VUU, a Circle is the perfect place to quietly get to know others in our congregation and explore your 
understanding of UU principles.  If you have been in a Circle in the past, you are encouraged to join a 
current group and connect with some of VUU’s newer friends and members. 

The sign-up for Chalice Circles will be September 18th and 25th, and October 2nd before and after 
service.  Plan to stop by the table outside the sanctuary for more information and to let us know a Circle 
day and time that will work for you.  We will try to organize Circles to accommodate as many interested 
friends and members of VUU as possible.  You may also contact the Steering Committee at 
chalicecircles@vuu.org to sign-up or for more information.  Circles will kick off after October 3rd and 
newcomers are always welcome until a Circle reaches 10 participants.  Please consider committing to a 
Chalice Circle - you will be glad you did!! 

Chalice Circles 

Deep Listening 

Deep Caring 

Deep Connections 

Grocery Rebate Program Update 
You can give $ to VUU when you register your Fry’s VIP card on their website. For detailed instructions go 
to VUU.org, select “Opportunities”, then “Stewardship”. Instructions are at the bottom of the page. This 
information is also at the bottom of the weekly blast.  

In the past we had Safeway, Albertsons and Bashas. Safeway and Albertson’s have been discontinued and 
Bashas has changed their program to a format that is not workable for us at present.   

 

 

 

 

John Metz’s Memorial Service will be on Sunday, Sept. 18 @ 

3PM here in our Sanctuary followed by a Reception here also. 

 

mailto:chalicecircles@vuu.org
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VUU SOCIAL ACTION MINISTRY 
Promoting Social, Economic and Environmental Justice 

I-HELP Special Request – Twin Sheets Needed 
Our Interfaith Homeless Emergency Lodging program (I-HELP) is in need of sheets! 
This summer with our ever increasing number (we had 29 homeless guest for our last evening) our sheet 
sets are starting to show their age.  With over three years of use, many of our twin sheets are in need of 
replacing.  We are looking for any new or gently used twin sheets.  Donations can be left in the foyer.  
Questions or comment feel free to contact vuuihelp@yahoo.com.   

Garden for a good cause! 
September is the time to prepare the VUU Green Sanctuary garden for our annual fall/winter 
garden.  Please come lend your hands and heart to the garden. There are 2 early morning work sessions 
scheduled, and many jobs, from providing snacks and drinks to raking compost. Bring a refillable water 
bottle, hat and sun protection. Please wear closed toe shoes. 

 Saturday, Sept 10, 7:30 - 9:30 AM 
 Saturday, Sept. 17, 7:30 - 9:30 AM 

Contact Karen at karenstucke@yahoo.com to sign up for a session. 

UUJAZ Issue and Action Day – October 29th – NOTE DATE CHANGE 
UUJAZ Issue and Action Day is October 29th 2016. It is being held at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Surprise located at 17540 Ave of the Arts, Surprise, AZ 85378.  Once again, we will be 
looking at and planning how Arizona UUs can work toward justice in 5 identified areas: Racial 
Justice, Water Justice, Economic Justice, Education Justice and Immigration Justice. Several 
people from VUU were very active in these groups this past year, but we would like to see more 
people from VUU get involved.  We are stronger and can be more effective when we work 
together.  Please plan on attending.  It’s a great chance to get to know and work with other UUs 
from around the state. Questions: contact David Sheh, sdavid471@cox.net or Willa Cree, 
wkcree@gmail.com. 

Carpooling is encouraged.  If you would like to carpool, please send an email to 
socialaction@vuu.org with the subject title “Carpool to UUJAZ” 

Paz de Cristo – Serving Meals to People in Need  
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED on the 2nd Friday of each month to help prepare and serve the evening meal 
for homeless and folks in need in the East Valley.  Our next dates are Sept. 9, Oct. 14, and Nov 11. Check 
your calendar and sign up now!  Families are welcome--children must be 12 or older.  The sign-up list is 
located at the back of the VUU sanctuary.  

Paz de Cristo – September Donation of the Month- Canned Tuna and Chicken 
Please support our focus charity, Paz de Cristo, by bringing in a donation of canned tuna and canned 
chicken. Drop your donation in the designated container in the foyer of the sanctuary anytime during 
the month of September. 

I-HELP/Shoebox Ministries – September Donation of the Month 
Please support our I-HELP/Shoebox Ministry by donating the following items in September: combs, 
brushes, toothpaste and sunscreen.  Drop your donations in the designated area in the foyer of the 
sanctuary. Questions: Contact Dorothy Schultz, 602.616.5962, dortmae17@aol.com 
 

 

 

continued 

mailto:karenstucke@yahoo.com
mailto:sdavid471@cox.net
mailto:socialaction@vuu.org
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Mark Your Calendars - Justice District Assembly (DA) March 31 – April 2nd 2017 

Justice DA 2017 will be immigration themed, and will begin in Tucson AZ with the keynote address Friday 
evening.  Instead of workshops, delegates and attendees can sign up for a variety of Immersion 
Experiences near or across the border in Mexico.  The business meeting will be after dinner Saturday and 
will be coordinated from several locations.   DA will end Sunday morning with a worship service at the 
border.  As you can see this is not your Grandfather’s DA!  Questions: contact David Sheh, 
sdavid471@cox.net. 

Education and information materials will be forth coming in the next few months, so Stay Tuned! 

VUU working with Valley Interfaith Project (VIP) to build Social Action Leaders 
On Saturday, August 20, four VUU members 
attended the VIP Leaders Retreat.  The primary 
topic of the session was learning to work with state 
officials, even when we disagree on the issues, and 
the importance of making connections and building 
relationships with our legislators and other officials 
in order to effect change in Arizona. We also had 
some lively discussions about two recent articles 
that you may want to read: How American Politics 
Went Insane from The Atlantic, and American 
Democracy Betrayed written by Elizabeth Drew. 
Both articles are available online. 

There will be other VIP Leaders Retreats if you are 
interested in attending. It is open to anyone who 
would like to attend and is free.  VIP also has civic 

academies and topic workgroups that are open for attendance.  Want to learn more about VIP, talk with 
John Wurm, jothwu@gmail.com or Charter and Bev Rogers, carterandbev@yahoo.com 

Thank you for Supporting the VUU Social Action Ministry 
If you have ideas, comments or questions about our Social Action Ministry, please contact Willa Cree, 
socialaction@vuu.org.  

 

      From Sue Ringler, your Administrator 

Use of tables on the Sanctuary Patio/back of the Sanctuary: 
The Congregation Administrator coordinates the use of the 
space at the rear of the sanctuary on Sunday mornings. If you 
need to table information for a VUU ministry or event, or for 
an outside ministry or event, please notify the office at least 
three weeks in advance by e-mailing office@vuu.org. With 
the exception of a Religious Education check-in table, there 
will be no permanent displays or tables inside either the 
sanctuary or the foyer.  

  

 
  

mailto:jothwu@gmail.com
mailto:carterandbev@yahoo.com
mailto:socialaction@vuu.org
mailto:office@vuu.org
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VUU EVENTS 

    
First Sunday of each month, (unless there is a congregational meeting that same day) stop by "The 
Board Room”, held in the Sanctuary after Sunday service, for an informal chat with members of the VUU 
Board of Trustees. Your questions and comments are welcome! 

WAYFARERS HAPPY HOUUR - September 16. 2016 

Summer is winding down—hard to believe. We had good attendance at our first summer Happy 
HoUUrs, and our September one will be on Friday, September 16 (almost autumn, according to the 
calendar). We will meet at The Thirsty Lion at Tempe Marketplace, beginning at 4:30 PM. The address is 
2000 E. Rio Salado Pkwy #1041, Tempe. Please let Jan Waters know if you are planning to attend at 
watersjj9790@gmail.com or phone 608-201-2207. Newcomers and friends are welcome.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY WISHES! 
VUU would like to recognize those Members who are celebrating their 10-plus anniversaries. We're grateful 
for everything they have contributed over the years to help make VUU a growing and dynamic community. 
When you see them, please let them know how much we appreciate all they have done over the years!  

Members who have anniversaries in September 2016 are: 
10 to 19 Years: 
Evan Anderson 

Joel Carroll 
Faye (F E) Farmer 

Tracey Greer 
Duke Mertz 

Dan & Stephanie Sapakie 
Ken St. John 

Patricia Young 

20 to 29 Years: 
Randall Casillas 

Jill London 
Loyd Means 

Thank you all so much for being an important part of our Community! 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE FOR OCTOBER IS SEPTEMBER 18. 

mailto:watersjj9790@gmail.com
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Are You Ready to Take a Stand on Issues that Concern Women Like You? 

Good news: the early bird rate for the Third International Women's Convocation (February 16-19, 
2017, Monterey Peninsula, CA) has been extended one last time. You can still save $100 on registration 
– but only through September 30th! The Convocation will bring together UU women from around the 
world to connect, share, celebrate, and empower in the beautiful, inspirational setting of Asilomar, “a 
refuge by the sea.” An additional $50 discount is available for UU ministers. Young adults aged 18-40 can 
register at a special rate of $490, covering accommodation and all meals in addition to the reduced 
registration fee. Are you interested in offering a workshop at the Convocation? If so, please submit a 
proposal. Visit IntlWomensConvo.org for all details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOVE IS OUR DOCTRINE 

………SERVICE IS OUR PRAYER 

………..….JUSTICE IS OUR CALLING 

http://www.intlwomensconvo.org/
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CARING AND CONCERNS NEIGHBORHOOD CONTACTS 

As school starts up and our lives become busier, it can become harder to stay connected. If we all make 
an effort to stay in touch, our community will remain close. If you need assistance with a situation or 
want to share a joy, call your Neighborhood Contact. We're here and ready to help. 

If there's a situation coming up you'll need help with, or you have a joy to share, contact your 
Neighborhood Contact. We're ready to be of assistance. 

Your Neighborhood Contacts are: 

Ahwatukee - Zips: 85040, 85044, 85045, 85048, 85076 
 Carl Anderson   480-899-4453  canderaz@cox.net 
 Donna Bennett   480-570-4024  donnaben22@gmail.com  

Phoenix, Scottsdale, Glendale, North Tempe- Zips: 85006, 85008, 85014, 85020, 85021, 85022, 85029, 
85034, 85037, 85042, 85066, 85250, 85251, 85257, 85268, 85302, 85339, 85274, 85281, 85282, 85285 
 Lauree Perry   480-839-9296  lperry98@earthlink.net  

Tempe South - Zips: 85283, 85284 
 DiAnna Farmer   480-413-0293  dianna_farmer@hotmail.com 

Mesa West - Zips: 85201, 85202, 85210 
 Mary Jo Bitner   480-831-5518   
 Debbe Simpkins   480-831-2915  friendsofdebbe@gmail.com 
Mesa East, including Apache Junction: 
Zips: 85118, 85203, 85204, 85205, 85206, 85207, 85208, 85209, 85213, 85215, 85217, 85218, 85219, 
85220, 85275 
 Betty Barnes   480-962-1526  bettyjbarnes@cox.net 
 Joel Sannes   480-464-6772  joelsannes@gmail.com 
 Diana Woods   480-835-5621               dianawoods@hotmail.com 

Gilbert, including Higley - Zips: 85212, 85233, 85234, 85236, 85295, 85296, 85297, 85298 
 Amy & Michael Morrison 602-881-3724  amy_cccslp@yahoo.com 

Chandler  
North - Zips: 85224, 85226 
South, including Sun Lakes, Queen Creek, Casa Grande 
Zips: 85122, 85222, 85225, 85123, 85131, 85138, 85139, 85142, 85143, 85239, 85242, 85243, 

85244, 85246, 85248, 85249, 85286 
Barbara Face   480-961-3223  barbara_face@qwest.net 
Stacey Laughrey  480-399-4450  staceylrn@gmail.com 
Jacqui Meriweather  480-491-0546  jacquelinea.meriwether@gmail.com 
Jane Murray      ellen.bayer47@gmail.com 

***We need more Neighborhood Contacts to fully cover all areas. If you would like to help strengthen 
the bonds of community in our congregation, please contact Lauree Perry. 

There is a way for your joys and sorrows to be mentioned in the newsletter. Just send an email to 
caring@vuu.org. You can also request to be contacted by the minister, a Lay Pastoral Associate, and/or 
your Neighborhood Contact this way. 
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VUUPOINT is published monthly by the Valley Unitarian Universalist Congregation. VUUPOINT is 
distributed free of charge to members and friends of VUU. The newsletter can also be viewed online at 
the VUU website www.vuu.org. Articles, announcements and other VUUpoint material may be emailed 
to: office@vuu.org   Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 3rd Sunday of each month. If possible 
send submissions as an email attachment.   
 

VUU STAFF 
Reverend Andy Burnette, Senior Minister 
Reverend Kellie Walker Hart, Minister of Music  
Marci Beaudoin, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 
Sue Ringler, Congregation Administrator   
Joe Martin, Maintenance Technician 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Janice Miller, President 
Paul Schneider, Vice President 
Jess Nierad, Secretary  
DeeAnne McClenahan, Financial Analyst/Treasurer 
Cliff Allred, Board Rep. to Finance Committee 
Barbara Face 
Musette Steger 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.vuu.org/
mailto:office@vuu.org

